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It Started With 
A Leak

‘IN WKH�0DUFK�SULRU�WR�WKH�UHEUDQG��VRPHERG\�
contacted me and told me there would be a big 
overhaul at the club in the summer ’

&DUO�&XUWLV�LV�D�SURGXFWLRQ�PDQDJHU��ZKR�UXQV�D�
WUDYHO�JURXS�IRU�DZD\�JDPHV��D�SRSXODU�&DUGLII�&LW\�
PHVVDJH�ERDUG�DQG�ZDV�ZULWLQJ�D�ZHHNO\�FROXPQ�IRU�
the South Wales Echo at the time  ‘That person I know 
now must have known at the time that it included the 
rebrand  Not once was it suggested or insinuated that 
there would be a colour change  Coming back from 
:HVW�+DP��WKH�SKRQHV�KDG�VWDUWHG�JRLQJ�PHQWDO�DQG�
D�PHVVDJH�ERDUG�SRVW�ZDV�WKH�FDWDO\VW�Ƌ

7KH� PHVVDJH�� SRVWHG� RQ� WKH� ULYDO� ZHEVLWH�
&DUGLII�&LW\�0DG��ZDV�IURP�D�QHZ�XVHU�JRLQJ�E\�
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the moniker ‘BlueSince1908’ and the message read 
as follows:

Ɗ$SRORJLHV� IRU� WKH� DQRQ\PRXV� QDWXUH� RI� WKLV�
PHVVDJH��ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�P\�RQH�DQG�RQO\�SRVW�RQ�
this subject  Please be assured that the information 
contained herein is genuine and now this is out in the 
RSHQ��GLUHFW�TXHVWLRQV�QHHG�WR�EH�DVNHG�RI�RXU�FOXE�

‘Now that the curtain has come down on 
&DUGLII ƋV�VHDVRQ��WKHUH�LV�VRPH�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�QHZV�
WKDW�HYHU\RQH�QHHGV�WR�EH�PDGH�DZDUH�RI��,Q�UHFHQW�
ZHHNV��GHDOV�KDYH�EHHQ�DJUHHG�ZLWK�&DUGLII ƋV�ODUJHVW�
FUHGLWRUV��ZKLFK�SDYH� WKH�ZD\� IRU� WKH�0DOD\VLDQV�
to take full control of the club during the summer  
%DQNUROOHG�E\�9LQFHQW�7DQ��PDQDJHU�0DON\�0DFND\�
will be provided with a war chest to take Cardiff to 
WKH�3UHPLHU�/HDJXH��VWDGLXP�H[SDQVLRQ�SODQV�ZLOO�
JR�DKHDG�DQG�D�PXOWL�PLOOLRQ�SRXQG�WUDLQLQJ�IDFLOLW\�
ZLOO�EH�EXLOW��$OO�WKLV�PD\�VRXQG�OLNH�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZH�
KDYH�EHHQ�ZDLWLQJ�IRU��EXW�WKHUH�LV�RQH�ELWWHU�SLOO�WR�
VZDOORZ��&DUGLII�&LW\�LV�DERXW�WR�EH�FRPSOHWHO\�UH�
EUDQGHG�LQ�D�PDQQHU�ZKLFK�JRHV�DJDLQVW�D�FHQWXU\�
RI�RXU�KLVWRU\�

Ɗ&DUGLII�&LW\�ZLOO�SOD\�LQ�UHG�QH[W�VHDVRQ��7KH�
dragon will become the major emblem on the club 
EDGJH�DQG�WKH�VWDGLXP�ZLOO�OLWHUDOO\�WXUQ�UHG��7KLV�
FKDQJH�KDV�EHHQ�RUGHUHG�E\�9LQFHQW�7DQ�DQG�D�UHG�
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KRPH�NLW�DQG�EOXH�DZD\�NLW�KDYH�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�DJUHHG�
for next season  The club intend to announce these 
FKDQJHV�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�IHZ�GD\V�

Ɗ7KH� LQYHVWPHQW� LQWR� &DUGLII� &LW\� E\� WKH�
0DOD\VLDQV�RYHU� WKH� ODVW� WZR�\HDUV�KDV�EHHQ�YHU\�
ZHOFRPH�DQG�DOPRVW�FHUWDLQO\�VDYHG�XV�IURP�JRLQJ�
into administration  

Ɗ,W� QRZ� VHHPV� WKDW� WKH\� DUH� UHDG\� WR� WDNH� WKH�
QH[W�VWHS�DQG�DVVXPH�IXOO�FRQWURO��EXW�LQWHQG�ULGLQJ�
URXJKVKRG� RYHU� RXU� LGHQWLW\� DQG� FKDQJLQJ� RXU�
football club into something none of us will recognise 
RU�EH�DEOH�WR�LGHQWLI\�ZLWK�

Ɗ&DUGLII�&LW\�KDYH�SOD\HG�LQ�EOXH�VLQFH�������:H�
ZRQ�WKH�)$�&XS�DQG�FRPSHWHG�LQ�WKH�WRS�IOLJKW�LQ�
WKRVH�FRORXUV��ZH�DUH�WKH�%OXHELUGV��$�KXJH�SDUW�RI�
RXU�LGHQWLW\��KLVWRU\�DQG�WUDGLWLRQ�DUH�ERXQG�XS�LQ�
WKH�FRORXUV��EDGJH�DQG�QLFNQDPH�RI�WKH�FOXE��

Ɗ7KH�0DOD\VLDQV�0867�127� EH� DOORZHG� WR�
SURFHHG�ZLWK� WKHVH� SODQV� DQG� GHVWUR\� GHFDGHV� RI�
KLVWRU\�DQG�WUDGLWLRQ��7KHUH�PD\�EH�VRPH�IDQV�WKDW�
VD\�VR�ZKDW��LW�GRHVQƋW�PDWWHU�ZKDW�FRORXU�ZH�SOD\�LQ�
as long as the club is progressing  Well if that is the 
FDVH��MXVW�ZK\�GR�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�FKDQJH�RXU�LGHQWLW\"�
It smacks of a lack of knowledge of what a football 
FOXE�FRQVLVWV�RI�DQG�EHJV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�RWKHU�
changes are planned?
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‘What’s next? A change of name? Will we become 
the Cardiff Dragons? Hasn’t the example of the local 
UXJE\�FOXE�FKDQJLQJ�LWV�FRORXUV��EDGJH��QLFNQDPH�
DQG�JURXQG�\HW�ORVLQJ�LWV�LGHQWLW\�DQG�PXFK�RI�LWV�IDQ�
EDVH�WDXJKW�XV�DQ\WKLQJ"

Ɗ7KHVH� SODQV� KDYH� SUHVVHG� DKHDG�ZLWKRXW� DQ\�
FRQVXOWDWLRQ�� 0U� 7DQ�� ZH� DUH� JODG� WR� KDYH� \RX�
LQYROYHG�ZLWK�RXU�IRRWEDOO�FOXE��EXW�QRW�DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�
RI�RXU�KLVWRU\��6DP�+DPPDP�DLUHG�VLPLODU�LGHDV�EXW�
XOWLPDWHO\�OLVWHQHG�ZKHQ�WKH�FOXEƋV�VXSSRUW�REMHFWHG�
en masse 

Ɗ6WHYH�%RUOH\��DV�D�PDQ�ZH�FDQ�WUXVW�RQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�
ERDUG�RI�GLUHFWRUV��ZH�QHHG�\RX�WR�SXEOLFO\�FRQGHPQ�
WKHVH�SODQV��0DON\�0DFND\��\RX�KDYH�XQLWHG�WKH�IDQV�
EHKLQG�\RX�WKLV�VHDVRQ�DQG�DV�D�PDQ�ZKR�NQRZV�RI�
WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WUDGLWLRQ�DW�IRRWEDOO�FOXEV��ZH�QHHG�
\RX�WR�VSHDN�RXW�DQG�LPSUHVV�XSRQ�RXU�LQYHVWRUV�WKDW�
these plans need to be nipped in the bud before it’s too 
ODWH��7R�WKH�ORFDO�SUHVV��WKH�QHZ�/DERXU�OHG�&DUGLII�
&RXQFLO�DQG�RXU�ORFDO�03V�DQG�$0V��ZH�QHHG�\RX�WR�
XVH�ZKDWHYHU�LQIOXHQFH�\RX�FDQ�ZLHOG�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�
WKH�WUDGLWLRQV�RI�WKH�FLW\ƋV�IRRWEDOO�FOXE�DUH�XSKHOG�

‘Now is the time for the various supporters’ 
JURXSV�� ULYDO� PHVVDJH� ERDUGV� DQG� &DUGLII� IDQV�
from all walks of life to unite and ask the football 
FOXE�WR�FRPH�FOHDQ�DERXW�WKHLU�SODQV��7KH\�QHHG�WR�
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understand in no uncertain terms that we will not 
VXSSRUW�D�UH�EUDQGHG�&DUGLII�&LW\��QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW�
WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�PD\�EH��,�ZRXOG�UDWKHU�VXSSRUW�P\�
WHDP�SOD\LQJ�LQ�/HDJXH���UDWKHU�WKDQ�D�WHDP�,�QR�
ORQJHU�UHFRJQLVH�DV�P\�RZQ��&DUGLII�&LW\�SOD\�LQ�EOXH��
we are the Bluebirds ’

,I�WUXH��WKHVH�SURSRVHG�UDGLFDO�FKDQJHV�ZHUH�VHW�WR�
send shockwaves through Cardiff ’s fan base  Change 
PD\�EH�LQHYLWDEOH�LQ�IRRWEDOO��DV�LQ�OLIH��EXW�FKDQJH�IRU�
WKH�VDNH�RI�LW�UDUHO\�JRHV�GRZQ�ZHOO��$V�PXFK�DV�WKH�
WKUHDW�RI�WKH�QHZ�PD\�UDQNOH��D�ODFN�RI�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�
with supporters has time and again proved to be an 
HYHQ�JUHDWHU�LUULWDQW��,Q�������(YHUWRQ�GHFLGHG�WR�
XSJUDGH�WKHLU�FUHVW��ZLWKRXW�VHHNLQJ�WKH�IHHGEDFN�
RI�WKHLU�IDQV��UHPRYLQJ�WKH�FOXEƋV�PRWWR�Ɗ1LO�6DWLV�
1LVL�2SWLPXPƋ��ZKLFK�WUDQVODWHV�DV� Ɗ1RWKLQJ�%XW�
7KH�%HVWƋ��6XFK�ZDV�WKH�QHJDWLYLW\�WKDW�JUHHWHG�WKH�
SURSRVHG� FKDQJHV�� WKDW� (YHUWRQ� FRQFHGHG� GHIHDW�
ZLWKLQ�GD\V�DQG�LVVXHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VWDWHPHQW�

Ɗ,W� KDV� EHHQ� D� IXOO�RQ� ZHHNHQG� IRU� PDQ\�
(YHUWRQLDQV�DQG�XQGHQLDEO\�\RX�KDYH�VSRNHQ�WR�XV�
ORXGO\�DQG�FOHDUO\��:H�KDYH�OLVWHQHG��:H�DUH�VRUU\��,W�
LV�FOHDU�WKDW�\RX�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�VHOHFWLRQ�
RI�RXU�QHZ�FOXE�FUHVW��:H�UHJUHW�ZH�GLGQƋW�DVN�HYHU\�
(YHUWRQLDQ�DERXW�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�PDWWHUV�VR�PXFK�
WR�HYHU\�RQH�RI�\RX��:H�UHPDLQ�ILUP�LQ�WKH�EHOLHI�
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WKDW�RXU�FUHVW�VKRXOG�EH�PRGHUQLVHG�Ɣ�QRW�D�XQLTXH�
or unprecedented situation and one we know our 
fans would accept and embrace  Our chairman [Bill 
Kenwright] had demanded widespread consultation 
and we stopped short of that  We talked to our fans’ 
IRUXP��RXU�FRPPHUFLDO�SDUWQHUV�DQG�RXU�H[SHULHQFHG�
staff around the club  That was not enough  We want 
WR�SXW�WKLV�ULJKW��:KLOH�WKH�WLPH�FRQVWUDLQWV�RI�NLW�
VXSSOLHUV� LQ� SDUWLFXODU� SUHVHQW� FKDOOHQJHV�� ZKLFK�
LQHYLWDEO\�PHDQV�WKH�YHUVLRQ�UHOHDVHG�RQ�6DWXUGD\�
ZLOO�EH�LQ�RSHUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH���������VHDVRQ��ZH�DUH�
GHWHUPLQHG�WR�JLYH�RXU�IDQV�D�JUHDWHU�VD\�LQ�KRZ�ZH�
UHSUHVHQW�WKH�FOXE�RQ�RXU�MHUVH\V��DW�*RRGLVRQ�3DUN�
and across media around the world  In advance of the 
��������FDPSDLJQ�(YHUWRQLDQV�IURP�DOO�VHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�
IDQ�EDVH�ZLOO�EH�SXOOHG�WRJHWKHU�LQ�D�IXOO\�WUDQVSDUHQW�
ZD\��7KLV�JURXS�ZLOO�FRQGXFW�DQ�LQ�GHSWK�UHYLHZ�RI�DOO�
aspects of past and present club crests  The panel will 
WKHQ�GHYHORS�LGHDV�DQG�SXW�IRUZDUG�VXJJHVWLRQV�WR�\RX��
(YHUWRQLDQV�ZLOO�PDNH�WKH�ILQDO�GHFLVLRQ�Ƌ

7KH�UHDOLW\�LV�WKDW�EDGJHV�RIWHQ�FKDQJH�DQG�WKHUH�
LV� UDUHO\� DV�PXFK� RSSRVLWLRQ� DV� WKHUH�ZDV� LQ� WKLV�
SDUWLFXODU�LQVWDQFH�RQ�0HUVH\VLGH��&KDQJLQJ�D�NLW�
FRORXU�LV�DQ�HQWLUHO\�GLIIHUHQW�PDWWHU�WKRXJK��$V�D�IDQ��
\RXU�FRORXUV�DUH�V\QRQ\PRXV�ZLWK�\RXU�YHU\�LGHQWLW\��
6XSSRUWHUV�FRQVLGHU�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�D�EOXH�RU�D�UHG��LW�
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is sacrosanct  There have been kit changes littered 
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�IRRWEDOO��EXW�QRWKLQJ�DV�
radical as this in the modern era 

*RLQJ�EDFN�DOPRVW�����\HDUV��&KHOVHD�ZRXOG�SOD\�
LQ�D�WXUTXRLVH�VKLUW��ZKLWH�VKRUWV�DQG�EODFN�VRFNV�WR�
UHIOHFW�WKH�NLW�RI�2OG�(WRQLDQV�DQG�WKH�UDFLQJ�FRORXUV�
RI�WKHLU�SUHVLGHQW�+HQU\�&DGRJDQ��9LVFRXQW�&KHOVHD��
,Q�������WKH\�FKDQJHG�WR�D�UR\DO�EOXH�VWULS��GHVSLWH�DQ�
RXWFU\�IRU�UHG�LQ�KRQRXU�RI�WKH�&KHOVHD�3HQVLRQHUV��
:DWIRUG�RQO\�EHFDPH�\HOORZ�LQ�������ZKLOH�/HHGV�
manager Don Revie decided to change the colours 
RI�/HHGV�IURP�EOXH�DQG�\HOORZ�WR�DOO�ZKLWH�LQ�������
DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�HPXODWH�5HDO�0DGULG��ZKR�ZHUH�WKH�
GRPLQDQW�IRUFH�DW�WKH�WLPH��&RYHQWU\�UHLQWURGXFHG�
WKHLU�SUH�)LUVW�:RUOG�:DU�VN\�EOXH�NLW�LQ������DQG�
Bournemouth added a black stripe to their red kit 
in 1970  

$V� &DUGLII� ZHUH� UHEUDQGLQJ�� 6RXWKDPSWRQ�
ODXQFKHG� D�QRW� TXLWH� DV� UDGLFDO� DOO�UHG� VWULS�ZLWK�
D� ZKLWH� SLQVWULSH�� UHSODFLQJ� WKHLU� WUDGLWLRQDO� UHG�
and white stripes  The marketing campaign that 
accompanied the launch stated that the new look 
‘sets itself apart from recent designs to embrace the 
QHZ�HUD�RI�3UHPLHU�/HDJXH�IRRWEDOOƋ��7KH�UHFHSWLRQ�
was more of frustration rather than outrage and the 
VWULSHV�UHWXUQHG�D�FRXSOH�RI�\HDUV�ODWHU�
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Among the Cardiff fans returning from Upton 
3DUN��GHQLDO�ZDV�WKH�EX]]ZRUG��Ɗ&DOOV�VWDUWHG�FRPLQJ�
LQ�IURP�IDQV�DQG�WKH�PHGLD�� LW�VQRZEDOOHG�ZLWKLQ�
DERXW�KDOI�DQ�KRXU�Ƌ�DGGV�&XUWLV��Ɗ,�ZDV�WU\LQJ�WR�PDNH�
SKRQH�FDOOV�WR�WKH�FOXE�EHFDXVH�P\�ILUVW�UHDFWLRQ�ZDV�
WKDW�LW�ZDV�EXOOVKLW��7KDW�HYHQLQJ��,�FRXOGQƋW�JHW�KROG�
RI�SHRSOH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FOXE�WKDW�ZRXOG�QRUPDOO\�DQVZHU�
WKH�SKRQH�WR�PH�Ƌ�$QQLV�$EUDKDP��D�FORVH�IULHQG�RI�
&XUWLV�ZKR�RZQV�WKH�&DUGLII�&LW\�)RUXP�WKH\�ERWK�
maintain and has been a season ticket holder for 44 
\HDUV��HFKRHG�WKLV�VHQWLPHQW��Ɗ,�����SHU�FHQW�GLGQƋW�
EHOLHYH�LW��,�WKRXJKW�LW�ZDV�WRWDOO\�PDGH�XS��,�NQHZ�
WKHUH�ZHUH�ELJ�FKDQJHV�KDSSHQLQJ��EXW�QHYHU�GLG�,�
GUHDP�RI�WKDW�KDSSHQLQJ��,�DFWXDOO\�SXW�RXW�WKDW�LW�
ZDV�DOO�OLHV�DQG�UXEELVK��,�GLGQƋW�EHOLHYH�LW��,�ZDV�WKHQ�
FRQWDFWHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�PRUQLQJ�E\�WKH�FOXE�DQG�
asked to meet with them ’

0LNH�5RGHULFN��ZKR�DWWHQGHG�KLV�ILUVW�&DUGLII�
JDPH�LQ�������UHDG�DERXW�WKH�SURSRVHG�UHEUDQG�WKH�
VDPH�ZD\�DV�HYHU\RQH�HOVH��EXW�TXLFNO\�OHDUQHG�WKDW�
there was some substance to the claims  ‘The news 
ZDV�EURNHQ�E\�D�SRVWHU�ZKR�,�VXEVHTXHQWO\�IRXQG�RXW�
ZDV�D�PDWH�RI�PLQH��+H�SRVWHG�LW�RQ�WKH�ZD\�EDFN�
from the West Ham game  It seemed incredible and 
PRVW�SHRSOH�WRRN�LW�DV�D�ZLQG�XS��EXW�ZKHQ�,�KDG�
spoken to a couple of trusted friends and heard who 



31

IT STARTED WITH A LEAK

WKH� DQRQ\PRXV�SRVWHU�ZDV�� LW� VLFNHQHG�PH�� ,� FDQ�
KRQHVWO\�VD\�IURP�WKDW�PRPHQW��,�NQHZ�,�FRXOG�QRW�
DFWLYHO\�VXSSRUW�D�UHEUDQGHG�&DUGLII�&LW\��,Q�IDFW��
P\�ILUVW�TXHVWLRQ�WR�P\�PDWH�'DYH�6XJDUPDQ�ZDV��
ƌ5LJKW�'DYH��KRZ�GR�ZH�JR�DERXW�JHWWLQJ�D�UHIXQG�
on our season tickets?”’

/LNH�&XUWLV��'DYH�6XJDUPDQ�XVHG� WR�RUJDQLVH�
WUDYHO�WR�DQG�IURP�DZD\�JDPHV��$�FLYLO�VHUYDQW�ZKR�
KDG�RQO\�PLVVHG�WZR�KRPH�JDPHV�EHWZHHQ������DQG�
������KH�KHOSHG�IRUP�WKH�&DUGLII�&LW\�6XSSRUWHUVƋ�
Trust and wrote a blog on all things Cardiff  The 
club had been a huge presence in his life over four 
decades  ‘I was travelling back from West Ham on a 
coach I had organised and although Cardiff had been 
ZHOO�EHDWHQ��HYHU\RQH�ZDV�LQ�JRRG�VSLULWV�Ƌ�UHIOHFWV�
6XJDUPDQ��RQ�WKDW�IDWHIXO�GD\�

Ɗ2QH�RI�P\�EHVW�PDWHV��&KULV�1HOVRQ��FDPH�XS�WR�
the front of the bus and told me that rumours on the 
internet messages boards were suggesting that the 
FOXEƋV�0DOD\VLDQ�EDFNHUV�ZHUH�JRLQJ�WR�UHEUDQG�WKH�
club during the summer  It seemed such an obvious 
ZLQG�XS�WKDW�,�WROG�&KULV�WR�EHKDYH�KLPVHOI��JR�DQG�VLW�
back down and stop being so daft  About ten minutes 
ODWHU��KH�FDPH�EDFN�WR�WKH�IURQW�RI�WKH�EXV�DQG�VDLG�
WKH�UXPRXUV�VRXQGHG�OLNH�WKH\�KDG�VRPH�VXEVWDQFH��
MXGJLQJ�E\�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZHUH�SRVWLQJ�PHVVDJHV�
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DERXW�WKHP��$JDLQ��,�WROG�KLP�WR�VWRS�EHLQJ�GDIW�DQG�
VHQW�KLP�DZD\��+H�ZDV�EDFN�DJDLQ�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�ODWHU�
DQG�E\�QRZ�KDOI�RI�WKH�EXV�ZDV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�LW��VR�
,�ORVW�P\�UDJ�DQG�WROG�&KULV�WKDW�LI�KH�FRQWLQXHG�WR�
VSUHDG�VXFK�VWXSLG�UXPRXUV��,�ZRXOG�VWRS�WKH�EXV�
and sling him off as this nonsense was spoiling our 
MRXUQH\�KRPH�

‘I didn’t think much more about it for the rest of 
WKH�GD\��EXW�WKH�IROORZLQJ�PRUQLQJ�,�JRW�D�IHZ�WH[WV�
IURP�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZHUH�UHDVRQDEO\�ZHOO�FRQQHFWHG�DW�
WKH�FOXE�DW�WKDW�WLPH��DQG�WKH\�DOO�VHHPHG�WR�EHOLHYH�
WKH�UXPRXUV�ZHUH�WUXH��7KHQ��DW�DURXQG�OXQFKWLPH��
,�JRW�D�FDOO�IURP�WKH�&DUGLII�&LW\�6WDGLXP�PDQDJHU�
:D\QH�1DVK�DVNLQJ�PH�WR�DWWHQG�D�PHHWLQJ�DW�WKH�
club that evening  

Ɗ:LWKRXW�VWDWLQJ�DV�PXFK��KH�HIIHFWLYHO\�FRQILUPHG�
WKH�VWRU\�ZDV�JHQXLQH��7R�EH�KRQHVW��,�FRXOGQƋW�EHOLHYH�
ZKDW�,�ZDV�KHDULQJ��,W�VRXQGHG�IDU�WRR�EL]DUUH�WR�EH�
true ’

Curtis was also contacted  ‘I had a phone call to 
DVN�LI�,�FRXOG�FRPH�WR�D�VSHFLDOO\�DUUDQJHG�PHHWLQJ�
ZLWK�D�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�IDQV��RU�ZKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�FDOOLQJ�DW�
the time “fan representatives”  We didn’t know what 
ZH�ZHUH�JRLQJ�WR�EH�WROG��EXW�EHLQJ�FDOOHG�WR�D�PHHWLQJ�
OLNH�WKDW��\RX�NQHZ�WKHUH�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�WKH�FOXE�
QHHGHG�WR�VD\��7KH\�GLGQƋW�UHOHDVH�D�VWDWHPHQW�VD\LQJ�
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LW�ZDV�XQWUXH��VR�REYLRXVO\�WKHUH�ZDV�VRPH�WUXWK�LQ�
LW��EXW�KRZ�PXFK�WUXWK"Ƌ

It would appear that the leak had caught the 
FOXE� E\� VXUSULVH�� ZKR�ZHUH� WKHUHIRUH� GHQLHG� WKH�
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�UROO�RXW�WKH�FKDQJHV�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�
WHUPV��7KH�ORFDO�SUHVV�ZHUH�VHHPLQJO\�FDXJKW�RQ�WKH�
hop too 

Ɗ6SHDNLQJ�SHUVRQDOO\��,�IRXQG�RXW�IURP�D�SKRQH�
FDOO�MXVW�DIWHU�OHDYLQJ�P\�VHDW�DW�8SWRQ�3DUN�LQ�WKDW�
SOD\�RII� VHPL�ILQDO�Ƌ� H[SODLQV�&KULV�:DWKDQ��ZKR�
DWWHQGHG� WKH�JDPH� LQ�D�SURIHVVLRQDO� FDSDFLW\�DQG�
has been a football writer with Wales On Sunday 
DQG�:DOHV�2QOLQH�VLQFH�������Ɗ7KH�IXQQ\�WKLQJ�LV��
I remember speaking to some members of the club’s 
media team about how I thought there could be a 
UHDO�SRVLWLYLW\�JRLQJ�LQWR�WKH�QH[W�VHDVRQ��WKDW�\RX�
sensed something was being built and within a couple 
RI�KRXUV�WKH�IRRWEDOO�ZDV�WKH�ODVW�WKLQJ�RQ�DQ\ERG\ƋV�
mind  It was difficult to stand up for a while  You 
FDQƋW� MXVW�UXVK�RXW�DQG�UHSHDW�ZKDW�KDG�REYLRXVO\�
EHHQ�RQ�PHVVDJH�ERDUGV�E\�WKHQ�ZLWKRXW�WU\LQJ�WR�
HQVXUH�\RX�PDGH�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�FKHFN�FDOOV�DQG�ZH�
ZHUH�OHVV�GLJLWDO�FHQWULF�DW�WKDW�WLPH��%\�ZKLFK��,�PHDQ�
the papers had gone to print and there was less of a 
�����RSHUDWLRQ�WKDW�ZH�SUHWW\�PXFK�KDYH�QRZ��VR�LW�
ZDV�OHIW�XQWLO�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\��,�FDQƋW�VD\�ZKHWKHU�
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colleagues or others in the building were more aware 
RI�ZKDW�ZDV�JRLQJ�RQ�EXW��SHUVRQDOO\��,�JXHVV�,�ZDV�DV�
VXUSULVHG�DV�DQ\RQH�Ƌ

7HUU\�3KLOOLSV�ZRUNHG� IRU�0HGLD�:DOHV� IRU����
\HDUV�EHIRUH�UHWLULQJ�LQ�1RYHPEHU�������FRYHULQJ�
&DUGLII� LQ�DOO� IRXU�GLYLVLRQV��+H�FRQFHGHV�� Ɗ7KHUH�
ZHUH�UXPRXUV�DERXW�UHG�EOXH�WDONV��EXW�LWƋV�D�IDLUO\�
WLJKW� VKLS� RQ� QRQ�IRRWEDOO�PDWWHUV� VLQFH�9LQFHQW�
Tan became owner  I had a good relationship with 
WKH�FOXE�DQG�RIILFLDOV��RIWHQ�JLYHQ�WKH�KHDGV�XS�ZKHQ�
VRPHWKLQJ�RI�WKDW�LPSRUWDQFH�ZDV�DERXW�WR�FRPH�RXW��
EXW�,�GRQƋW�EHOLHYH�WKHUH�ZHUH�DQ\�PDMRU�H[FOXVLYHV�
IO\LQJ�DURXQG�Ƌ

The assumption was that there had to be substance 
WR�WKH�UXPRXUV��RWKHUZLVH�D�PHHWLQJ�ZRXOGQƋW�KDYH�
been organised  The club would have instead issued 
a statement rubbishing the claims  The meeting was 
DUUDQJHG�ZLWK�DURXQG����SURPLQHQW�VXSSRUWHUV��ZKR�
were unprepared for the burden that awaited them 
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